Court Epics .- Ka'iidasa
Agnimitra in the Bharatavakya and the introduction of the not very relevant reference to Pushyamitra's horse sacrifice in the play cannot be otherwise accounted for. As the story of the Raghuvamsa ends with Agnivarna, some critics consider Kalidasa to have been his contemporary and have accordingly assigned him to the 8th century B. C.
The theory that has been generally accepted by the Western scholars of research is the one that considers Kalidasa to have lived in the glorious age of the Imperial Guptas. The protoganists of this theory hold that since Kalidasa bears clear marks of the influence of Asvagkosha, a contemporary of King Kanishka of the 1st century A.D,, and since he clearly refers to Bhasa, the dramatist as his predecessor, the theories that assign Kalidasa to an age earlier than the 3rd century A,D.9 have to be discarded. Similarly since the Aihole Inscription of 634 A. D., and the great poet Bana of the 7th century A.D. make unmistakable reference to Kalidasa* all theories which assign him to a period later than the 6th century A.D, have to be rejected. The Inscriptions of Vatsa Bhatti belonging to 473 A.D. reveal clear knowledge of the works of Kalidasa, Hence the date of Kalidasa could not be later than the 5th century A.D,
Raghu's path of victory as described in the Raghuvamsa has great resemblance to the military compaign of Skandagupta who defeated the Huns. Raghu also is said to have defeated the Huns (Hunas). Dr. Phatak identifies Ragbn's path with that of Skandagupta who